From: Sherry Barrett

To: sherry barrett@fws.gov

Subject: FW: 050405 - Response to Catron County request for radio ground telemetry equipment relating to the Mexican
Wolf Reintroduction Project.

Date: Wednesday, May 4, 2016 12:42:27 PM

Attachments: 050405 Signed Letter.pdf

----- Original Message-----

From: pamela_hicks@fws.gov

Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 8:50 AM

To: Sherry Barrett@fws.gov

Subject: DCN: 050405 - Response to Catron County request for radio ground
telemetry equipment relating to the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project.
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- 050405 Signed Letter.pdf
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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
P.O. Box 1306, Room 6034
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/R2/ARD-ES/050405

FEB 2 3 2012

Hugh B. McKeen, Chairman
Catron County Commission
P.O. Box 507

Reserve, New Mexico 87830

Dear Mr. McKeen:

Thank you for your letter dated November 14, 2011, and the accompanying letter from

Mr. Alan May, New Mexico State Director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Wildlife Services (Wildlife Services). In your letter, you state
that Catron County, as a cooperator with Wildlife Services, requests radio ground telemetry
in order to identify problem wolves around homes, to protect children, avoid human
encounters and to reduce livestock predation. The letter from Mr. May supports the timely
dissemination of radio telemetry data to the citizens of Catron County.

We recognize the value of providing radio-telemetry receivers to landowners when Mexican
wolves have been located near their residence or livestock operation. The radio-telemetry
equipment should enable the landowner and the IFT to develop and implement preemptive
management actions to prevent livestock depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican
wolves. Therefore, the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project (Project) has developed a
program to loan radio-telemetry receivers to landowners within the Blue Range Wolf
Recovery Area in Arizona and New Mexico. The Project’s Interagency Field Team (FT)
implements this program and has developed guidelines (enclosed) under which telemetry
equipment loan requests may be granted.

In response to Mr. May’s letter regarding timely dissemination of radio telemetry data to the
citizens of Catron County, the Project has developed guidelines regarding dissemination of
location information which are posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website at
http:/fwww.azgfd.gov/w_c/wolf/sop.shtml. Wolf location information gathered during
regular monitoring flights is posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website at;
http://www.azgfd.gov/w_c/es/wolf _reintroduction.shtml. Please click on the View the Latest
Wolf Telemetry Flight Location Information link on the upper right side of the page.
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The wolf location information listed on the website includes two bearings (N, S, E, W, NE,
SW, etc.) and distance (to the nearest 2 mile) from a landmark. Example: the Luna pack was
1.5 miles SE of Fence Tank, and 3 miles NE of Snow Lake. However, distances are not
posted for wolves known to be denning. Example: the Ring pack was SE of Eagle Peak.

To provide the best available location information to the public, the Project posts

~ approximate wolf locations from weekly monitoring flights within 48 hours of each flight.
As requested by the White Mountain Apache and San Carlos Apache tribes, the Project does
not post or otherwise provide to the public any wolf location information for the Fort Apache
Indian Reservation or San Carlos Apache Reservation. If your county residents have any
questions or concerns based on the location information posted on the website, please have
them call the IFT office at 888-459-9653. '

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages Catron County to sign on as a formal
cooperator of the June 30, 2010, Memorandum of Understanding, so that we can develop a
framework for collaboration that enables Catron County and the Project to develop a
mutually-agreeable, long-term partnership regarding the reintroduction of Mexican wolves in
New Mexico. We would also like to meet with you to discuss issues of common concern, at
your convenience.

Thank you for your interest in Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project. If you have any further
questions or concerns, please contact Sherry Barrett, Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, at
505-761-4748.

Sincerely,

Regional Director





- Hugh B. McKeen, Chairman

cc:  Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, Field Office, Albuquerque, New Mexico
-State Director, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Representative Pearce, House of Representatives, Washington Office





U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project
Interagency Field Team
Telemetry Equipment Loans and Maintenance Guidelines

The conditions under which telemetry equipment loan requests may be granted (contingent
upon availability of equipment) include:

1.

2.

Radio-collared Mexican wolves have been located in the requestor’s area of residence
ot livestock operation.

The person requesting equipment outlines an appropriate wolf interdiction purpose.

The conditions governing issuance, maintenance, and return of telemetry equipment include:

1.

Receivers provided will be programmed with channels only for the wolves identified
in the area (i.e. specific frequencies will not be given out).

Telemetry receivers will be signed out to individuals on a temporary basis and those
same individuals will be responsible for the care and return, in good working order,
of the equipment.

With reasonable notice and accommodation, Project staff have the right to inspect
any loaned telemetry receivers.

The jurisdictional IFT Leader responsible for loaning the equipment will coordinate
as necessary with the individual(s) using it to determine the status of the situation and
the continued need for the loan, and to determine the effectiveness of use of the
equipment.

The Project will retrieve loaned receivers as needed, based on the status of the
situation in the area in which the receiver is on loan and needs in other locations, ¢.g.
presence of range riders. '






